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ABSTRACT 

 

THE ISRAEL-PALESTINE WAR COVERAGE: A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF MORAL 

FOUNDATIONS FOUND IN HUFFPOST.COM AND FOXNEWS.COM 

By 

 

Mohammad Zachary Anwar Hardjono 

Deborah Nauli Simorangkir, Ph.D, Advisor 

 

 

SWISS GERMAN UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

Public opinion is often shaped by the narratives and framing habits set by prominent news 

organisations. Narratives and framing habits of prominent news organisations are often shaped by 

the ideology and moral values each individual holds. This thesis examines how differing ideologies 

shape the same conflict. Leveraging quantitative content analysis through the lens of Moral 

Foundations Theory. The research quantifies the existence of generic news frames (Conflict, 

Responsibility, Economic Consequence, Human Interest, and Morality frames) and moral language 

(Care, Fairness, Loyalty, Authority, and Sanctity) in articles published from October 7 to October 

31, 2023. The research finds that although HuffPost and Fox News have significant differences in 

their usage of generic frames, with HuffPost predominantly utilizing conflict and responsibility 

frames. At the same time, Fox News focuses on morality and economic consequence frames, it did 

not find any statistical significance in the differing usage of moral language. This research 

therefore, implies that although ideological orientation can shape framing habits, expression of 

moral language can be much more granular. These results suggest that while ideological orientation 

influences how media frame events, the expression of moral language may be more nuanced and 

context-dependent than previously theorized. 

Key words: Moral Foundations Theory, Generic Frames Theory, Israel-Palestine Conflict, Content 

Analysis, Ideological Beliefs 
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